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Abstract:

Growing attention is being paid in Britain and the United States to the safety and efficacy of
SSRIs (selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors), particularly to their use among children and
adolescents (Whittington et al 2004; Amsted 2004). At the centre of debates over their safety
is the case of Seroxat (marketed as Paxil in the United States), an SSRI made by
GlaxoSmithKline. GSK has faced, and continues to face, a number of legal actions
surrounding the testing, disclosure of clinical results and marketing of Seroxat (Pfeiffer 2004).
I plan, focusing on Britain, to look at the politics of the controversy surrounding the

regulation and use of Seroxat, investigating the perspectives of the varying parties involved:
Glaxo, government regulators, psychopharmacologists and patient groups.

On the one hand, I plan to contextualize the current Seroxat controversy among earlier
debates over the safety of psychopharmaceutical treatments, such as concerns surrounding the
use of the benzodiazepine tranquilizers (Bury 1996; Healy 1997, 2002). On the other hand,
I’ll be looking at the distinguishing features of the Seroxat case, such as the more vociferous
nature of the patient groups, composed of former users or the families of users who have died
while on the drug, who are now launching legal and social campaigns against Glaxo. Lastly,
the use and regulation of Seroxat will be considered in light of literature from the field of
neuroethics which addresses some of the concerns raised by the use, regulation and potential
of psychopharmaceuticals (Wolpe 2002).
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